Setting the scene
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930 96 OF OLDER SOUTH AUSTRALIANS LIVE
INDEPENDENTLY IN THE COMMUNITY

700 OF THOSE AGED 65+ DO NOT RECEIVE

ANY AGED CARE SERVICES




Dignity and
self-determination

Liberty and security of
the person

Equality and
non-discrimination

—

w

. Older people have the right to be treated

with dignity and humanity and to be free to
exercise personal self-determination.

Older people have the right to freedom

of movement and to choose their place of
residence. These rights shall only be restricted
in accordance with law, where such restriction
is necessary to protect public health, public
order and the rights and freedoms of others.

. Older people have the right to be free from

torture or other forms of cruel, inhumane or
degrading treatment.

Older people have the right to liberty and
security and to be free from exploitation and
physical, social, psychological, financial and
sexual abuse. No person shall be deprived

of their liberty except in accordance with
procedures established by law.

Older people have the right to exercise their
rights free from all forms of discrimination,
whether on the basis of age, sex, colour,
sexual orientation, religion, political opinion,
educational qualification, national origin

or ethnicity.

Older people have the right to recognition
before the law and to be treated equally
before the law.



Standards of
living and care

Privacy and family

Social and economic
participation

Freedom of thought,
conscience, spirituality,
religion and expression

7. Older people have the right to food to nurture
them nutritionally and emotionally, adequate
clothing and shelter, adequate means and
resources, to enjoy the highest attainable
standards of physical and mental health and
the right to a dignified death.

8. Older people have the right to be free from
arbitrary or unlawful interference with their
privacy, family, home or correspondence.

9. Older people have the right to a family life
and to have their family unit respected by
others, including government agencies
and officials.

10.0lder people have the right to freely
associate with others and to participate fully
in the social, economic and cultural life of
their community.

11.0lder people have the right to exercise
freedom of thought, conscience, spirituality
and religion.

12.0lder people have the right to freedom of
opinion and expression and to seek, receive
and impart information and ideas, and to
lifelong learning. Older adults have the right
to seek, and be provided with, personal
information about them held by government
agencies or officials.



WHAT IS
ELDER
ABUSE?

Elder abuse occurs when an
older person is prevented
from exercising their rights.

It is any deliberate or
unintentional action, or
lack of action, carried out
by a person in a trusted
relationship, which causes
distress, harm, or serious
risk of harm to an older
person, or loss or damage
to property or assets.






NEGLECT

Failure to provide life
necessities, such as
food, shelter,
clothing, medical or
dental care.

SOCIAL

Forced isolation

of older people.
Includes restricting
or stopping social
contact with others.

EMOTIONAL

Language or actions that

intimidate, cause fear

of violence, isolation, or
feelings of powerlessness.

O

PHYSICAL

Non-accidental
actions resulting in
physical pain or injury.

FINANCIAL

lllegal or improper
use of a person’s
money or assets.

CHEMICAL

Misuse of drugs,
alcohol, medications
and prescriptions.

SEXUAL

Non-consensual sexual
contact, language or
exploitative behaviour.



IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA
500/ of cases are

O financial abuse
750/ of cases are

O emotional abuse
800/ of abuse is by a

O family member
650/ of victims live in

O the family home
190/ of cases involve

O Dementia

A person may experience one
or more types of abuse




RISK FACTORS
FOR ABUSE

AGEISM
DEPENDENCY

FAMILY DYNAMICS
AND LIVING ARRANGEMENTS

GENDER

FINANCIAL/ECONOMIC
HARDSHIP AND WEALTH



RISK FACTORS
FOR ABUSE

SOCIAL ISOLATION

SUBSTANCE OR ALCOHOL
ABUSE

MENTAL HEALTH OR
PSYCHOLOGICAL
CONDITIONS

CARER STRESS



RISK FACTORS
FOR ABUSE

CARING FOR A PERSON
WITH DEMENTIA

DEMENTIA OR
MEMORY LOSS

CULTURAL AND
LINGUISTICALLY DIVERSE
BACKGROUND

ABORIGINAL
BACKGROUND






