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If a landowner cleared (say) 40 hectares of land and admitted to the offence quickly to officials, they 
could potentially pay the expiation fee of $1500. This would be far less than their cost of employing a 
contractor to do the actual clearing. 
 
If the possible penalty is $100,000 then the expiation should be of the order of $10,000 to still serve 
as a deterrent. 
There is a wide discrepancy between the respective penalties and the expiation fee (as a percentage). 
Perhaps all expiation fees should be around 10% of the possible penalty. 
 
There doesn't appear to be penalties applied to people acting as 'servants' to the corporate body. As 
an example, a landowner employs a contractor to clear protected vegetation. The landowner can be 
penalised, but the contractor has obligations to sight any possible permits before commencing work. 
If the contractor doesn't do this then they are also liable for penalties. 
 
There doesn't appear to be any provision for ordering remediation activities or 
enforceable undertakings as part of the penalties under the Act. 
 

 
 

 
 




