Hello

This is a submission on the Biodiversity Bill (SA) 2025. | did look at making an online submission but despite the
consultation period finishing at midnight, the online questionnaire was closed when | checked at 8pm tonight.

| express broad support for the aims and processes set out in the Bill. SA has been remiss in not having
comprehensive biodiversity protection legislation and hopefully this process will be successful. The Bill reflects
many of the good features of Commonwealth and interstate legislation. | have reservations about the composition
of the Native Plants Clearance Assessment Committee. | feel having representation from the groups such as Local
Government, Primary Producers and Conservation Council has been beneficial alongside majority Ministerial
appointments.

| would like to see some the geographic coverage exclusions reduced. There are areas of Gawler and Playford
Council and other councils that should be covered by vegetation clearance controls.

Having a more flexible approach for protection of small areas of vegetation would also be beneficial. The current 1
hectare minimum for agreements misses out some potentially important areas. in urban areas there are smaller
pockets of important habitat that could be protected. There are also places involving small areas such as isolated
springs in creek lines in many areas that could be better protected. Allowing vegetation conservation agreements
could be a useful option.

The coverage of dead trees is currently quite narrow. Having broader scope for protection of dead trees could assist
with the many species, including invertebrates, that use them as habitat.

| support flexible agreements set out in the Bill for preservation of native vegetation and hence habitat. As an
example, agreements related to grassland ecosystems need flexibility as management of these systems historically
has included grazing regimes and burning, both planned and unplanned. We face a situation where weeds and
introduced animal pests are widespread and landholder resources, both public and private, are limited. Having the
ability to use well managed grazing with sheep or possibly other stock can be a useful weed control tool and a useful
option to maintain biodiversity if properly set up. Experience in a number of areas has shown that taking stock
grazing out of management of private grassy ecosystem land converted to conservation parks has led to numbers of
problems with weeds and habitat condition. Awareness of this is changing but still resisted at times.

One of the most important tools for managing remnant vegetation and habitats is the knowledge of the vegetation
present prior to European pastoral and farming activities commencing. Based on my research of historical records
and early survey reports, quite a bit of the currently presented “pre-european” vegetation mapping presented on
Naturemaps etc is not accurate and needs to be corrected. There are also significant areas of the state where this
mapping is non-existent. | would like to see a commitment to accurate and comprehensive information for “pre-
european” vegetation mapping. Could | also say that since “pre-european” ecosystems were in many ways based on
land management practices of First Nations people, that restoration of ecosystems also needs to take account of
these impacts and recognise that desired outcomes need to be based on understanding of the impacts of removal of



First Nations land management as well as the multiple impacts of weeds and pests introduced over the last c. 200
years.

Funding and resources are also vital. Unless there is commitment to better resourcing the agencies involved then |
would expect disappointing results from this initiative. In my experience the regulatory responses to breaches of
the Native Vegetation Act are quite slow and inadequate currently. Equally the resources available and regulatory
framework for control of declared weeds and pest animals could be beefed up to produce better outcomes
[appreciate this is mainly Landscapes Act but clearly related to biodiversity protection]. Extra resources will be
needed for implementing this legislation and well as continuing existing functions. Commitments need to be made
to maintain the momentum engendered by this Biodiversity Bill.





