DRAFT HERITAGE STANDARDS FOR BURRA, MINTARO AND MOONTA MINES STATE HERITAGE AREAS

FACT SHEET 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Burra State Heritage Area is one of Australia’s earliest and largest intact 19th century mining towns. The Burra copper mine contributed significantly to South Australia’s early prosperity before the town evolved into a service centre for agriculture. In addition to Burra being listed as a State Heritage Area, is also features many individual State Heritage Places that date from the middle of the 19th century when it was one of the world’s largest and most productive copper mines.
Mintaro State Heritage Area is a rare example of an intact colonial town. Established in the 1850s as an important staging point on the road between Burra and Port Wakefield, Mintaro is associated with early transport, farming and slate quarrying and is a valuable record of a small mid-19th century rural town.  
Moonta Mines State Heritage Area is one of South Australia’s most important collections of 19th century mining structures and relics. The State Heritage Area recognises the town’s significant links with many important episodes in the history and development of South Australia’s role in Australia’s copper mining industry. Known as Australia’s Little Cornwall, the Moonta Mines State Heritage Area also has a significant association with Cornish culture. 

State Heritage Areas (e.g., Burra, Mintaro and Moonta Mines) are protected under the Planning and Design Code by:
1. State Heritage Area Overlay
The State Heritage Area overlay ensures changes to and development within a State Heritage Area is managed in a way that maintains the area’s cultural significance. This means alterations and additions to existing buildings or new buildings are assessed against – and uphold – the heritage values of the State Heritage Area. As well as outlining the policies controlling demolition, design, new buildings, and additions, the State Heritage Area overlay provides for better recognition of public areas and sets out referrals to the Minister for Heritage. The State Heritage Area Overlay takes precedence over the policies contained in the underlying zone/s and general policies in the Planning and Design Code. 
2. Ministerial Power of Direction
Development within a State Heritage Area that may impact on the heritage values must be referred to the Minister responsible for the Heritage Places Act 1993. The Minister has authority to direct decisions on development applications that directly affect a State Heritage Place. This means that the Minister (or their delegate) can confirm support, or direct conditions of approval, or direct the relevant authority to refuse development applications if they are considered to have an inappropriate impact on the State Heritage Area.
3. Heritage Standard
Applications for development approval in a State Heritage Area are required to be referred, by the relevant authority, to the Minister responsible for the Heritage Places Act 1993. The Minister delegates assessment and decisions to Heritage South Australia in the Department for Environment and Water. 
A Heritage Standard is an assessment tool, linked to the State Heritage Area Overlay within the Planning and Design Code. The Heritage Standard provides principles and acceptable minimum standards for development proposals and forms the basis of Heritage South Australia’s decisions on proposed development referrals.
Heritage South Australia is in the process of developing Heritage Standards for all State Heritage Areas, replacing the current guidelines for development. The Colonel Light Gardens State Heritage Area Heritage Standard was the first to be completed by Heritage South Australia in consultation with landowners and key stakeholders. 
For State Heritage Areas where Heritage Standards have not been developed, Heritage South Australia will continue to use the existing guidelines for development. 
4. Zoning 
Burra, Mintaro and Moonta Mines State Heritage Areas are located within an Established Neighbourhood Zone, Township Main Zone, Rural Neighbourhood Zone and Rural Living Zone of the Planning and Design Code. These zones recognise the neighbourhood based and rural nature of the Townships. 
These zones recognise the importance of maintaining and protecting the predominant streetscape character, the spacious and secluded residential lifestyle within semi-rural or semi-natural environments and the importance of large allotments in a spacious rural setting with considerable space for trees and other vegetation around buildings. 
5. What kind of development is allowed in a State Heritage Area? 
The relevant (planning) authority must approve any development within a State Heritage Area in accordance with the Planning, Development and Infrastructure Act 2016 (PDI Act). 
Development is defined by the PDI Act, and the Planning Development Infrastructure (general) Regulations 2017 and includes:
· Building work
· The demolition, removal, conversion, alteration or painting of, or addition to a State Heritage Place*
· Any work that could materially affect the heritage value of the place. 
*To note: Legally, any property within a State Heritage Area is also considered a State Heritage Place.  
Below is a diagram that illustrates the relationship between the Planning, Development and Infrastructure Act 2016 and the Heritage Places Act 1993: 
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