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HERITAGE TOURISM: DEVELOPING A STRATEGIC DIRECTION – ENGAGEMENT REPORT  

Additional data report 4: Submissions 
Introduction 
There is significant potential to unlock South Australia’s heritage places and stories to create 
experiences that showcase our state’s distinctive history, enhance the appeal of South Australia, and 
encourage visitors to stay longer and spend more.  

In September and October 2019, the Government sought input from those involved in the tourism 
industry and heritage sector to help develop a strategy and action plan that maximises the economic 
value of heritage and contributes to growing the South Australian visitor economy to $12.8 billion by 
2030. 

Tourism industry, heritage operators and custodians, local government, regional communities, 
Traditional Owners, and those with an interest in heritage tourism were invited to share views and 
ideas on growing heritage tourism in South Australia by: 

 Attending a small-group workshop or webinar 
 Participating in an online discussion 
 Completing an in-depth online questionnaire 
 Emailing a written submission 

 

A total of 11 written submissions were received during the engagement period. This report provides 
those submissions in full and unedited (contact details have been removed for private individuals).  
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Submission 1 
2 October 2019 

Dear Heritage Tourism committee, 

The Cockle train, I would suggest is an under promoted heritage asset it’s very accessible from 
Adelaide. 

Trains have an international following. 

This train line has significant importance in Australian rail history and links two heritage towns with 
many attractions including the Oscar W paddle steamer. 

One of the best sections of the route is the Port Elliot to Middleton section through the Bashams 
conservation area, with the proposed housing development on the western fringe of Middleton 
would really ruin a highlight section of the line. 

Much of the train journey now is back fences and bland housing, it’s important to keep the heritage 
interest in the journey. 

Goolwa has done a good job with its heritage areas, and not so much victor Harbor there is a lot that 
can be done in the area. 

In the end housing sprawl will kill the amenity of the area unless well planned.  

Sincerely,  

John Taylor 
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Submission 2 
7 October 2019 
 
Dear committee 
 
My name is Sam Harrison and I am a committed advocate of heritage both in terms of buildings and 
the environment. 
 
I own the Middleton Mill... a significant 1850’s collection of buildings representing a early example of 
our colonial heritage and industry. Having spent the past 12 years renovating the listed buildings we 
are within 12 months of opening a small scale boutique accommodation business in some of the old 
stables and outbuildings. So I am well invested in heritage tourism and a strong advocate for a 
strategic plan that protects what heritage remains both within Middleton and the immediate region. 
 
This strategic policy development could not be more timely when we are under assault from various 
developers and industrial interests that have no consideration of heritage and are only driven by the 
$ and consequently create developments that are at best mediocre with no regard for the built 
environment or heritage. 
 
An immediate case in point is the local Alexandrina council that is pro development at any cost with 
no consultation with the local community .... for example trying to change the B-double truck route 
to go down the Main Street of Middleton and develop local farm land down to small 450m2 blocks. 
 
Our local community is in the early stages of developing a strategic plan for OUR community that will 
outline future development. It will certainly establish protocols that determine the importance of 
local heritage buildings, beaches and rural environment how to maintain and protect them and how 
future development will need to be sympathetic and created with the highest design and heritage 
standards. 
 
I would be happy to make a more detailed submission once we have created the local strategic plan 
that will complement the heritage tourism plan. 
 
Regards  
 
Sam Harrison 
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Submission 3 
7 October 2019 

 

To whom it may concern, 

As a resident of Middleton and a licensed land surveying consultant with tertiary qualifications in 
urban and regional planning, I have an interest in planning and development issues that will affect 
the amenity of the town of Middleton.  

I have attended several council meetings at which developers have argued their case for land 
division development. There have also been representations made on behalf of the community 
against the need for this development at this time. The concerns I hold regarding heritage issues are 
set out below. 

I consider that good planning should preserve the amenity of urban and regional spaces and should 
protect, enhance and capitalise on any assets of these spaces.  

I am also of the view that heritage issues must be seriously considered, and those issues must 
extend far beyond the preservation of building sand streetscapes to include issues such as amenity 
and atmosphere of these spaces and in this case the ‘village’ of Middleton. 

The town of Middleton has undergone ad hoc development with demolition of historical buildings in 
the main street, to the point where physical evidence of the history of the town is all but lost. One 
historical asset remaining is the Middleton railway corridor between Middleton and Port Elliot. The 
proposed land division seeks to sub-divide into medium density housing the area of open space 
between the main Port Elliot Road and the railway line. If this occurs the railway corridor will be 
hidden behind a fenced suburban area. In my opinion, this would be detrimental to the character 
and heritage of the ‘village’ of Middleton. Currently, the cockle train and station are visible from the 
main road and from the precinct of the hotel and bakery and both are an iconic sight for visitors and 
residents alike. To obscure, and thus lose, this asset would be reckless. Therefore, the impact of the 
proposed land division upon town heritage such as the cockle train and station requires serious 
consideration. 

I would like to see a portion of that parcel of land purchased by local or state government and 
developed as a community space around the station, with future plans to develop the station and 
surrounds. We can see the great work that has been put into the railway precincts of Port Elliot, 
Goolwa and Victor Harbor as a result of which they have become treasured heritage spaces and 
assets for those towns. I hope these issues can be considered carefully in the interests of our town, 
to prevent any further loss of its historical identity. 

Regards 

Peter Gilbert 

Licensed Surveyor 
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Submission 4 
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Submission 5 
6 October 2019 

 

Greetings All ....   Spotted the invitation in the YP Country Times  ... Sept 17 issue. 

My comments are   ... 

I reckon the British Isles has got it right with returns from their heritage Lotteries going to heritage 
preservation to provide a significant & ongoing pool of money to constantly draw on. Not sure we 
can any more with all our previously run state Lotteries being sold off & in private hands but it would 
be great to have that pool of money for what is needed to maintain heritage items. 

I am only really associated with the Copper triangle area & where I live at Bute. 

In Moonta I know of a couple of significant heritage buildings that are in private hands, one in 
particular a church type hall out on Mine Road ... Nth Yelta. Vintage 1861 or there about. It was just 
lived in & never got the attention a building of that age needed. It had water ingress into the front 
wall capping which caused the outer layer of stonework to completely fall away. The safety fence 
went up & I was convinced it was left to crumble. BUT NO ... miraculously it was restored to it's 
former self for all to admire & enjoy. 

The point I am making is ... if we want visibly something of heritage for tourists to see in a Heritage 
area, someone HAS to fund and/or provide expert tradespeople to maintain the basic structure & 
integrity of the building otherwise owners will simply walk away form such sites when it gets to the 
demolish stage. Then all there is to see as a tourist is a brown info board to what they missed out on 
seeing. This goes for ALL heritage buildings whether Churches, Town Halls  National trust assets or 
recognized heritage private residences. 

We at Bute have a point in case at this very moment. The Bute Memorial Hall was built in 1922 & 
since Council amalgamation has come under fire from economic rationalism. Like most small & 
struggling country towns, halls are no longer a centre of attraction & use. Bute is regarded as a 
transit town with Pt Broughton as the destination thus commanding maximum effort & expenditure. 
Due to no ongoing maintenance strategy, the hall has now been closed off due to safety issues with 
the likely bill for restoration to be heading up to $1,000,000. I commend the Copper Coast Council 
for investing in their restoration of their town Hall's. & hold my breath as to the outcome of one of 
our few buildings of significance. I don't blame our Council for their possible focus on economic 
rationalism BUT, the outcome will be detrimental to heritage assets for the future.  

Unless maintenance of our heritage is taken over by a specific focused entity, we will have no 
heritage to speak of. 

Brenton Sutton  
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Submission 6 
6 October 2019 

 

Dear heritage team, 

I thought the French system used to create '' GITES DE FRANCE'' may be worth looking at. 

It makes subsidies available particularly to farms and rural towns for owners to restore derelict old 
buildings that once finished provide holiday accommodation and another income stream for farms. 

 

Also there is another scheme available through the " HLM"  (low cost  housing or government 
housing program) used more in languishing old towns that provides some subsidies and a 
guaranteed rental from the government for ten years , after which the owner can take possession 
again or continue the rental program. 

 

John Taylor 
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Submission 7 
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Submission 8 
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Submission 9 
11 October 2019 

Today I undertook a private tour of Adare House in Victor Harbor, I didn’t realise how magnificent 
this house really is despite my recent study, it’s not in great condition unfortunately and while a 
popular campsite, there isn’t much public engagement with the building, when there really could 
and should be. 

I’ve been in touch with Adare management and with the Uniting Church Synod suggesting that 
perhaps ‘opening’ the house up to the general public with paid tours etc might be an excellent way 
of fundraising the repairs desperately needed, the iconic nature of this home would lend itself well 
to advertised tourism for its fantastical elements, it could really be the face of heritage tourism in 
the Fleurieu Peninsula or even in South Australia.  

I would strongly encourage more interaction between the State Heritage Unit and the Uniting 
Church Synod to develop a plan to utilize and engage the broader public with this building, it is far 
too precious and beautiful to remain in its current underutilized state. 

Kenan Henderson 
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Submission 10 
17 September 2019 

Dear Linda  

Please find a short submission in regard to the current Heritage Tourism Strategy and Action Plan 
development 

This submission is from our award winning arts organisation HATs Inc (Heritage Arts & Tradition) We 
are based in the Clare Valley and in Adelaide.  

In January 2010 we transformed a Heritage Listed Courthouse into an arts centre and have 
presented 300 events in the Clare Valley as well as developed acclaimed songwriting projects. Many 
of our events celebrate the living history and diverse traditions of Australia and SA. 

We believe that the arts and especially those artists engaged in heritage and folk arts can play a 
significant role in Heritage based Tourism if properly integrated. 

For example we have developed new songs, recordings, CDs and acclaimed live performances in the 
Fringe and community concerts of songs about Adelaide  and the Mid North Region (its People, 
Places, History and Identity) These projects were called 'Adelaide Songs' and 'Songs of the Mid 
North'. I have provided a Fringe Festival Review. 

https://indaily.com.au/arts-and-culture/adelaide-fringe/2019/03/01/fringe-review-adelaide-songs/ 

These songs can be integrated into heritage events, films, launches, videos, tourism activities... 

As another simple example, last March we linked music food and heritage with a fundraising dinner 
attended by 150 at the historic Undayla Bridge in the Clare Valley. We raised funds and awareness of 
this unique structure which needs restoration. 

There are a few organisations such as ours in SA that link into folk music, folklore and traditions as 
well as many SA folk-based performers or other serious artists who  look to engage their work with 
SA heritage, history and stories in their work. We have a strong network of such artists. 

Another example of how this can work is by using folkloricist and folk researchers and performers. I 
use the example of Norfolk Island forthcoming 230th celebration of it's Bounty mutineers arriving at 
the island. 

230th Anniversary of the March 19th 1790 wrecking of HMS Sirius 

https://www.facebook.com/events/423187418533583/ 

There are many ways that this can happen with playwrights, songwriters, performers, novelists, 
poets can engage with the real and actual stories of SA. It is important to have both the tangible 
heritage of buildings alongside the intangible heritage provided by the arts which keeps and 
celebrate our  specific and common Story and History. 

We are happy to be a conduit for the further discussion of how arts especially folk based arts/music 
practitioners can link into a Heritage and Tourism Plan 

Yours Sincerely 
Keith A Preston  
HATs Inc SA 
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Submission 11 
12 September 2019 

Hi 

Briefly  

1. The stories of past perhaps made in a way that captures personal may help captivate the gen 
Y. I watch how they are captured on reality, (seemedly reality) watching a scripted program 
that they think is real; such as bachelor gets a wife. Whilst I real in its manufacturing and 
falseness of life, the younger generations belief its real. Perhaps we need to glorify some 
past characters that have paved the way to creating our heritage and history 

 

2.    Money in one word. It is not promoted, the volunteers that strive to keep our history and 
heritage alive are using their personal funds and fund raising to keep doors open. The 
government needs to celebrate our past. Perhaps some may then see its was much harder 
for our past generations than currently. 

3.    I spoke with John Bannon who was trying to implement Australian History getting back into 
our school agendas for core learning. Sadly he became sick and unable to continue, but was 
gaining an edge for a period of time. Unless our future generations are taught Australian 
Heritage and History, we lose. Our older generations ‘grey nomads’ are dying; we need 
succession and appreciation of what our forefathers achieve, which has made us what we 
are today. 

a.           If Australian Heritage and History becomes core studies it opens doors to working in 
the industry and gaining points in a subject when volunteering in a heritage facility 
as they gain knowledge in a multi-level to attain marks for their subject. 

       b.           that also spreads the knowledge as the student information shares at their school, 
university, with family and friends 

I trust this assists.  

Regards 

Cr Sandra Brown  

 


