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Wednesday, 12 February 2025. 
 
 
Re: Call for public consulta3on on the SA Government’s Dra< Biodiversity Bill. 
 
The Aldgate Valley Landcare Group is broadly suppor/ve of the draK Bill. 
 
In par3cular we strongly support: 
 

• The intent of the mi/ga/on hierarchy for na/ve vegeta/on clearing, making it clear that 
offsePng should only be considered in extreme cases (if at all). 
 

• The focus on increased compliance, par/cularly for smaller scale breaches of vegeta/on 
clearance laws. 
 

• The ability under the draK Bill for ecological communi/es to be nominated as threatened. 
 
 
We have some specific concerns about the dra< Bill, namely: 
 

• Clause 4 – InteracJon with other Acts, SubsecJon (1). This clause should be deleted or 
substan/ally revised. There is no point to Biodiversity legisla/on if it is subservient to all 
other legisla/on. 
 

• There are several other clauses which would allow the Government of the day to over-ride or 
ignore the Biodiversity Bill. For example, Clause 6 – OperaJon of the Act, SubsecJon (5) 
appears to allow the Government of the day unlimited scope to declare the new Biodiversity 
Bill does not apply in any circumstance it chooses – aside from the important excep/on 
spelled out in Clause 6, SubsecJon (6). 
 

• The draK Bill appears to give the Minister of the day sole power to appoint the Biodiversity 
Council. The Minister has only to ‘consult with’ various community bodies, but the bodies 
cannot formally nominate their preferred candidates. This is a significant change from the 
current arrangement, and risks making the Council a creature of Ministerial whim. If the 
Minister is to appoint the Council in future, the required skillsets of the members need to be 
much more clearly spelled out. 

 
 






