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Your views are important
In accordance with the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972, the 
Minister for Environment and Water may amend a management 
plan to facilitate a change in management to that which is set out 
in an existing park management plan.  

An amendment to the Belair National Park Management Plan 
is proposed in order to facilitate greater use and enjoyment of 
the former Belair Golf Course precinct. This draft amendment 
has been prepared to outline this proposal and to seek the 
community’s views.  

Feedback received will assist in the development of a final 
amendment which will be submitted to the Minister for 
Environment and Water for adoption.

I encourage you to make a submission on the draft 
amendments. 

Mike Williams 
Director of National Parks and Wildlife
03/02/2021 
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Management Plan Amendments
The Belair Caravan Park, former Belair Golf Course, 
and former Golf Course Country Club function 
centre are situated in Belair National Park near the 
main park entrance on Upper Sturt Road. These 
areas have been privately managed through a lease 
under the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972.  

The golf course and function centre supported golf, weddings 
and other events for many years until business operations 
ceased in 2017.  It is essential the former golf course precinct 
continues to contribute to the goals of Belair National Park 
and meet the community’s needs. To this end, the Department 
for Environment and Water (DEW) began engaging with 
the community about future uses for this site in 2018. 

This engagement process generated over two thousand 
comments and ideas. DEW also initiated an expression of 
interest process that resulted in 13 proposals from private 
businesses and community organisations. These processes 

confirmed that there is not sufficient interest from the 
private sector to warrant the continued use of this precinct 
as a golf course and function centre. However, several 
alternative land uses were identified that could contribute 
to the goals of the park and meet the community’s needs.

Belair National Park is managed in accordance with 
the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972 and the Belair 
National Park Management Plan. The management 
plan sets out objectives and strategies for the 
management of five zones within the park, including a 
Golf Course/Caravan Park Zone which encompasses 
the former golf course and function centre.  

Several amendments to the park management plan are 
proposed in order to facilitate those alternate land uses 
that will contribute to the goals of the park and meet the 
community’s needs.  Each of these are outlined below.

Amendment 1 – Zoning

This amendment clarifies the alteration to zones that are proposed (See Amendments 2 and 3 below)

Current plan content (Page 11, 4.1 Zoning) Replaced with the following:

The following pages describe the purpose as well 
as objectives and strategies for the proposed 
zones shown in Figure 2 – Zoning Plan

The following pages describe the purpose as well as objectives 
and strategies for the proposed zones shown in Figure 2A – 
Belair National Park Zoning Plan

Current plan content (Page 16, Figure 2 - 
Belair National Park Zoning Plan)

Replaced with the following:

Figure 2 – Belair National Park Zoning Plan (see attached ) Figure 2A – Belair National Park Zoning Plan (See attached)
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Amendment 2 – Heritage/Recreation Zone

This amendment will facilitate a broader range of recreation and community uses within the former golf 
course precinct by incorporating most of this area into the park’s existing Heritage/ Recreation zone

Current plan content  
(Page 12, Heritage/Recreation Zone)

Replaced with the following:

Heritage/Recreation Zone

The Heritage/Recreation Zone encompasses a significant 
portion of the western and central area of the park and 
extends, finger like, along Minno Creek and Saddle Hill Road 
to the east. The zone incorporates an extensive network of 
good quality recreational, sport and picnic opportunities for 
people to enjoy in natural settings. In particular, it contains:

•	 formal recreation ovals such as Karka, 
Willows, Long Gully, Gums and Main;

•	 the adventure playground;

•	 Gold Escort Ground;

•	 the Visitor/Administration and Volunteers centers;

•	 many of the park’s tennis courts; and

•	 the park’s maintenance facilities.

Heritage/Recreation Zone

The Heritage/Recreation Zone is depicted in Figure 2A. The 
zone incorporates an extensive network of good quality 
recreational, sport and picnic opportunities for people to 
enjoy in natural settings. In particular, it contains:

•	 Most of the former Belair Golf 
Course site (393,814.59 m2)

•	 formal recreation ovals such as Karka, 
Willows, Long Gully, Gums and Main;

•	 the adventure playground;

•	 Gold Escort Ground;

•	 the Visitor/Administration and Volunteers centre;

•	 many of the park’s tennis courts; and

•	 the park’s maintenance facilities.



Belair National Park Management Plan Draft Amendment 2021   5  

Amendment 3 – Golf Course/Caravan Park Zone

This amendment will replace the Golf Course/Caravan Park Zone with a smaller Accommodation 
Development Zone that incorporates the existing caravan park and function centre.

Current plan content (Page 13 Golf 
Course/Caravan Park Zone)

Replaced with the following:

Golf Course/Caravan Park Zone

This zone contains the Golf Course and Caravan Park, both 
of which are leased by Department for Environment and 
Heritage to a private operator. The golf course was originally 
constructed as a 9-hole course in 1934 and extended to 
18 holes in 1941. In 1977 the golf course was redeveloped 
and in 1982 the lease of the golf course was tendered out 
to the private sector as a result of a State Government 
Public Accounts Inquiry. Murtfam Pty Ltd has a lease on the 
Caravan Park to the year 2017 and on the Golf Course to 
the year 2036. The Belair Park Country Club has an area of 
50 hectares with 18 holes and a par 72 rating. Over 50,000 
rounds of golf are played annually and participants range from 
beginners to tournament professionals. The Management 
Plan recognises that the two facilities have long-term leases 
and also have a long history of tenure within the park.

Strategies

•	 Recognise the continued operation of the 
Golf Course and Caravan Park.

•	 Retain the golf course within its current lease area 
as an 18 hole public facility and ensure that its 
management and operations are consistent with 
the park’s objectives and current best practice.

•	 Encourage a sensitive upgrade of the Caravan 
Park using principles of ecologically sustainable 
development within the current leased area.

Tourist Accommodation/Development Zone 

This zone is 78090.1 m2 and encompasses a caravan 
park which is privately managed through a lease 
under the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972. 

This zone provides scope for the continuation of this 
enterprise as well as additional accommodation or 
community use developments that complement goals for 
the conservation, public use and enjoyment of the park.  

Any future tourism developments must utilise best 
practice technology and design principles for the 
minimization of environmental impacts, be keeping 
with the natural bushland setting, and will be subject 
to the normal development approval processes.
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Invitation to contribute
Submissions close at 5pm 
Monday 4 May 2021
Written submissions:

Department for Environment and Water 
National Parks and Crown Lands Program 
Attn: Rachel Pfitzner 
GPO Box 1047 ADELAIDE SA 5001

Email submissions:

DEWProtectedAreaManagement@sa.gov.au

Online submissions:

yoursay.sa.gov.au

This document has been released for public consultation to 
facilitate community input into proposed amendments to the 
Belair National Park Management Plan. 

Guidelines for making a submission.

To ensure that your submission is effective:

•	 ensure that your submission relates specifically 
to this draft amendment document

•	 make sure that your submission is clear and concise

•	 If you disagree with the proposed amendment, 
explain why you disagree and outline what 
you would like to see as an alternative

•	 If you agree with the proposed amendment, 
explain why you agree.

Please note that your submission will become part of the 
public record and will be available to anyone who requests a 
copy unless you specifically request otherwise.
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