Draft amended Barossa Water Allocation Plan

Overview for Greenck and :
Salt Water Creek water users

Barossa’s Water Allocation Plan (developed in 2009) is being amended to reflect changes in climate,
scientific data and for the first time, First Nations cultural objectives. The Northern and Yorke Landscape
Board is amending the plan using updated science and monitoring data for the surface water and
groundwater resources and water-dependent ecosystems, including those in the Greenock and Salt
Water Creek catchment areas, where water licenses will be established for surface water users for the

first time.

The Board is consulting with community, First Nations
organisations and stakeholders before presenting the plan to
the Minister for Climate, Environment and Water for approval.

Water allocation plans must be reviewed within 10 years of
adoption. However, a review can also happen at any time if
there is a reason to, for example if a new risk to the water
resource is identified. This draft plan acknowledges and
supports the separate but related process coordinated by the
Department for Environment and Water’s Water Licensing
Branch to establish licenses for surface water users in the
Greenock and Salt Water Creek catchment area. The plan
incorporates a new approach aimed at providing greater
flexibility for more responsive reviews to be undertaken when
needed, for example if the established triggers are breached
posing potential increased risks to the water resources or
ecosystems.

Background

Updated data has provided information about the recent and
modelled future availability of water resources, the observed
and potential impacts of different levels of extraction, and
climate variability on water resources and ecosystems.

Over the last 30 years, the water resources within the Barossa
Prescribed Water Resources Area (PWRA) have been declining
in availability and condition due to below average rainfall. As a
result, there has been infrequent water flow through creeks and
waterways, reduced recharge of aquifers, and declining health
and condition of water-dependent ecosystems such as
permanent pools.

This has led to increasing trends in salinity of groundwater and
surface water systems, reduced reliability of supply of water
resources, and led to detrimental impacts on water ecosystems.

www.landscape.sa.gov.au/ny

Observed trends of reduced water resource capacity (due to
less rainfall and recharge) combined with current levels of
extraction and use of water resources are not within identified
levels of sustainable use in some areas of the Barossa. This
combination has the potential to significantly increase risks to
the future reliability of water resources for extraction and to
water-dependent ecosystems.

Why do we need to update the plan?

Data used to create the current 2009 plan is now outdated, and
climate events in recent decades, such as the Millenium
drought, have resulted in altered patterns and trends that have
had negative impacts on water resources and ecosystems.

Updated modelling and data for water resources provides
improved understanding of the current and predicted future
availability of water; what happens if more or less water is used,
and the potential effects climate variability may have on water
resources and ecosystems in the Barossa.

Data collected over the last 30 years confirms that rainfall,
run-off, and recharge have all declined, and in many areas of the
Barossa PWRA the decline has been more severe than
previously predicted by models. Current levels of extraction and
use of water resources, combined with these observed
declining trends, has been identified as not sustainable leading
to increased potential risks to the quantity and quality of water
resources and ecosystems.

This new draft Plan aims to address this increased risk by
incorporating a flexible and adaptable management approach
to better facilitate reviews and amendments, to ensure it
remains an effective tool for managing the water resources and
ecosystems within the Barossa PWRA. Within the plan’s 10-year
life, this approach will help test whether the plan is appropriate.
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It will also inform future amendments, enabling policies to be
updated based on best-available information and evidence.

The draft Plan will be amended such that the final version that is
submitted for adoption will contain acknowledgement of the
separate but aligned process being coordinated by the
Department for Environment and Water to establish surface
water licenses for water users in the Greenock and Salt Water
Creek catchments for the first time. Further details regarding
this process are available in the ‘Water Licenses for Greenock
and Salt Water Creek surface water users’ fact sheet enclosed.

There are legislative requirements that the Plan must meet, and
other management options that sit outside of these
requirements.

How to have your say

Consultation helps shape the final
E E policies to be included in the water
= allocation plan. During the formal

consultation process, the public has the
opportunity to have a say and provide

E feedback on the proposed management

policies.

Scan the QR code to go to the youSAy webpage where you can
find more information and submit your feedback. During the
statutory consultation period currently underway until
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31 October 2025, the Board is making direct contact with water
users and providing online information and portals for questions
and comments. All information will also be available on the
Northern and Landscape Board website at
www.landscape.sa.gov.au/ny/get-involved/have-your-say

There will be two drop-in sessions held at Greenock to provide
the opportunity for in-person questions regarding the draft
amended Plan and the water licensing process. Details
regarding the session can be found in the enclosed letter.

More information

Contact Northern and Yorke Landscape Board:

E: ny.landscapeboard@sa.gov.au
P: 08 88413444
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