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How triggers determine water allocation 

 

 

For the basins that are managed using a variable allocation, the following process is used to 
determine what the allocation is for each Water Year: 

• monitoring regularly checks groundwater levels in certain wells/bores 
• annual groundwater levels are compared with those of a reference year (the 1993 baseline), 

which had high water levels 
• the comparison determines the annual Level of Storage, which is a % of the 1993 baseline 



 

 

OFFICIAL 

OFFICIAL  

• the plan contains Upper, Mid and Lower Storage Triggers (see the aquifer cross-section in 
the left-hand part of the diagram) 

• the annual Level of Storage is compared with the trigger levels and policy decisions written 
into the plan decide how much water will be allocated 

• the policy decisions are represented by the graph shown in the right-hand part of the 
diagram 

• the annual amount of water allocated for licensed extraction is called the Proportion of 
Water Access Entitlement Granted. 

 


