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 Community Involvement: The right for community involvement through third-party standing for civil 
enforcement of breaches of the Act is an important addition. 

 Tougher Penalties: I support the introduction of tougher penalties for breaches of the Act. 
 Mitigation Hierarchy: I welcome the requirement for native vegetation clearance applications to 

reference the mitigation hierarchy, but I am concerned that there has been no significant reform to the 
SEB process. We need much stronger requirements for nature-positive outcomes. 

 
How the legislation needs to be strengthened: 
 

 Primacy of the Legislation: It’s crucial that this legislation takes priority over other laws, ensuring real 
protection for nature. We must prevent this legislation from being weakened by other Acts in the case 
of conflict. Primacy is critical to its success. 

 Funding Mechanism: A clear mechanism for funding the administration and implementation of the 
legislation is needed. This should cover action plans, as well as large-scale ecological restoration 
projects. South Australia is currently facing a critical shortfall in investment for nature repair, and we 
must commit to scaling up conservation eƯorts, boosting the climate resilience of protected areas, 
and regenerating ecosystems and habitats. 

 Minister’s Authority to Refuse Harmful Actions: This Act should grant the responsible Minister the 
authority to refuse any proposed actions that would have unacceptable impacts on biodiversity, 
especially those that come through land-use planning processes or other decision-making systems. 

 Defining “Unacceptable Impact”: I believe it’s important to define what constitutes an 
“unacceptable impact” from development proposals on biodiversity. 

 
Additional recommendations: 
 

 Definition of Indigenous Plant Species: I strongly recommend that the current NV Act definition of 
plant species indigenous to SA be retained and enable a "positive list" of non-SA native plants that 
provide net ecological value. 

 Minister’s Role in Declaring Threatened Communities: The Minister should be required to declare 
new listings of threatened ecological communities and critical habitat when a scientific 
recommendation is made, rather than leaving this to their discretion. 

 Time-frame for Native Planting Protection: As mentioned earlier, the time-frame for protection of 
native plantings should be 10 years, as that’s when most plantings have become well-established. 

 
Thank you for considering these thoughts. I’m hopeful that, with these changes, the draft Bill can be 
strengthened to make a meaningful diƯerence in protecting South Australia’s biodiversity. 
 
Many thanks, 
 

  




