Thank you for the opportunity to write my submission to the SA Draft Biodiversity Bill.

| am a volunteer bush carer, mostly involved in careful hand removal of invasive weeds growing on local
indigenous relict bush sites within the Mt Barker District. The Biodiversity (Draft) Bill's priority is primarily
to tolerate native including relict bushland vegetation unless and until it conflicts with development and
other industrial needs be they agricultural, mining, marine, recreational, etc. The Bill provides
extraordinary, alarming scope for the clearance of even biodiverse, intact, indigenous local bushland to
be cleared, unless that bushland can jump high hurdles to be saved. As before, under the Native
Vegetation Act, the Native Vegetation Council allows clearance for >90% of applicants, even the felling of
huge old Eucalyptus trees with many occupied bird and mammal hollows. Above all, l am alarmed that
this SA Bill does not appreciate that this draft Bill continues the removal and catastrophic decline of SA's
precious relict indigenous bushland, and that such loss by definitition CANNOT be replaced by any
amount of SA native species planting. Clearance of such biodiverse indigenous relict bushland, still
miraculously intact (albeit needing weed removal, rubbish removal, etc) as it was before white
settlement, is in steady decline due clearing under the present Act and will continue under this draft
Biodiversity Bill. No amount of SEBs, no amount of native planting of native trees and plants, can
compensate or counteract the eternal loss. Yes, have development including new housing, but surveying
and landscaping must locate and design development sites and architectural styles to avoid bushland
clearance. Itis already far too rare. So that under the regime of tbe present Act and draft Bill, endangered
indigenous plant species head ever closer to extinction, and 'least concern’ indigenous plants are in
steady decline especially, but not only, in more populated agricultural and horticultural areas. | look at
two examples here.

I am concerned about how the Scientific Committee will be utilised for instance. Will they be drawn upon
to identify what local native plants are endangered, enabling decision makers/developers a freer reign
and conscience when they clear local indigenous bushland containing indigenous plants that are not yet
that threatened? (The main task of the Scientific Committee seems to be about native

plant 'conservation' status lists: ask yourself 'Why'? It reminds me of when governments seek to cut back
on welfare recipients by a preoccupation with ending welfare for the 'least deserving', while ever tighter
criteria to identify those 'really in need'. Thats where weve arrived at regarding which native plant is most
deserving of protection).

| am concerned about how building new fences or upgrading existing fences triggers the allowance of
potentially hige acteage of indigenous bushlandremocal. Five metre clearance is allowed for vehicle
access to a fenceline, both sides if not on a boundary to a neighbour's or roadside, hence10 metres local
native plant clearance, and for maybe many dozens or 100s of metres in length? So when a property
owner widens a paddock by shifting a dividing fence, many hectares of local indigenous irreplacable
bushland may be cleared by 5 metres both sides of this new fence? It seems both the present Act and
this new Bill can permit such events.

As for property fences along a roadside reserve (or verge), already a property owner, along with 5 metre
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clearance along their own property side, is generally allowed to clear 1 metre of local indigenous
bushland including least concern and rare species, on the road side of the fence. This is detailed in
Section 6, Clearance for Fence Lines, p.24 in SA Govt's Guidelines for the Management of Roadside
Native Vegetation....(2019)

If this were to happen to Piney Ridge Road, Nairne, for instance, 1000s of precious local native plants
close to the fenceline would be cleared, from rare to so-called 'least concern' status, including
Cynoglossum suaveolens, native plantain, Rice flower. Bulbines, Arthropodeum, Stipa, Lomandra, the
beautiful Juncus that l've so far only seen right up along the property owner's fence line.

Hence, this Bill is the antithesis to the long term survival of SA's local indigenous bushland. No amount of
indigenous tree and other flora planting can compensate. Moreover, many of our indigenous including
endemic species have to date proved to date impossible to replace through root or corm division, seed
collection, or cuttings, including most orchid species, and all Lepidospernum species.





