
ABORIGINAL HERITAGE DISCOVERY PROTOCOL 
For proponents holding a section 23 Authorisation 

Dealing with the discovery of Aboriginal sites and objects 

It is recommended that prior to beginning works, proponents undertaking ground disturbing works in 
high risk areas negotiate with Aboriginal groups and an archaeologist a plan for managing the discovery 

of any Aboriginal sites and/or objects. 

Discovery of suspected 
archaeological material 

STOP all work in that location 

If the discovery is found to 
include skeletal remains refer 

immediately to Remains 
Protocol 

Contact a suitably qualified Aboriginal monitor or archaeologist to assess the 
archaeological material and advise on nature and significance 

Aboriginal Site Aboriginal Object/s Not Aboriginal Site or 
Object/s 

Monitor/archaeologist: 
Recommendations to 

proponent, i.e. salvage, 
excavation, research 

Proponent to leave artefact/s 
in situ until monitor/

archaeologist can record, bag 
and label finds 

Proponent to decide 
further action, based on 

advice received and 
scope of project 

Monitor/archaeologist: Store 
securely according to 

previously agreed management 
plan 

Proponent/archaeologist to report discovery to AAR

Proponent proceeds with works 

Key 
Proponent 

Monitor/archaeologist 

As part of project planning, proponents may allocate a secure on-site storage area for the temporary securing 
of objects, pending repatriation. 



ABORIGINAL HERITAGE DISCOVERY PROTOCOL 
For proponents holding a section 23 Authorisation 

Dealing with the discovery of skeletal remains 

It is recommended that prior to beginning work, proponents undertaking ground disturbing works in 
high risk areas negotiate with the Aboriginal groups and an archaeologist a plan for managing the 

discovery of skeletal remains. 

Key 

As part of project planning, proponents may allocate a secure on-site storage area for the temporary securing 
of remains, pending reburial. 

STOP works in immediate area 
Redirect works away from remains to avoid further impact 

Contact SA Police Tel 131 444 

The immediate area will be under the control of the 
SA Police until further notice 

SA Police Investigation 

Pursuant to the Coroners Act 2003, SA Police and Forensics SA will 
determine if the remains are human 

If human, whether the remains are a crime scene or ancestral.

Crime scene: area remains  
under the control of SAPOL 

Ancestral remains: area reverts to 
proponent’s responsibility. Works should 

not resume but remain cordoned off 

Non-human: (e.g. animal): area 
reverts to proponent’s responsibility 

and works can resume 

Proponent must notify their Aboriginal 
Monitors or Archaeologists and ask them 
to attend the site within the next 24 hours 

Proponent should also notify AAR 
Aboriginal Heritage Team 

Aboriginal monitors/archaeologist attend 
site to advise and manage any salvage or 

excavation and removal to temporary 
storage area. Negotiate timing, funding 

and safe location for reburial 

Aboriginal monitors/archaeologist submit site 
card and reports for burial and reburial to 

AAR Aboriginal Heritage Team

Proponent can resume works 

Discovery of skeletal remains 

Proponent 

SA Police 

Crime scene: area remains  
under the control of SA Police 

Aboriginal monitors/archaeologist 


