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Disclaimer

The contents of this document are for general information only and are not intended as professional advice,
and the Department for Energy and Mining (and the Government of South Australia) makes no representation,
express or implied, as to the accuracy, reliability or completeness of the information contained in this paper
or as to the suitability of the information for any particular purpose. Use of or reliance upon the information
contained in this paper is at the sole risk of the user in all things and the Department for Energy and Mining
(and the Government of South Australia) disclaim any responsibility for that use or reliance and any liability to
the user.
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Introduction

The South Australian government is proposing to declare an area of
pastoral land in the Upper Spencer Gulf as a release area under the
Hydrogen and Renewable Energy Act 2023. It is known as the Whyalla
West proposed release area.

We are seeking your feedback on this proposal.

Public consultation is open from 9 September to 22 October 2024.
Submissions can be made by:

= Uploading a submission through the YourSay website
» Sending an email to ReleaseAreas@sa.gov.au

This initial area is a proposal for feedback. It is not the final declaration.

This is your opportunity to provide feedback.

The Hydrogen and Renewable Energy Act 2023 (HRE Act) is Australia’s
first dedicated licencing and regulatory system for large-scale hydrogen
and renewable energy projects.

The HRE Act introduces a mechanism for renewable energy development
over government-owned, designated land (pastoral land, prescribed
Crown lands and state waters), called release areas. Government starts
the release area process by working with Native Title groups and other
landowners, representative organisations, communities, and interest
groups to identify areas of land that can sustainably host large-scale
renewable energy development.
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The government has identified a proposed
release area under the new framework. The
Whyalla West proposed release area spans
approximately 6,600 kmZ2 on the Upper
Spencer Gulf, wholly located in the Barngarla
Native Title Determination Area. It includes
part or all of 18 pastoral leases.

Public consultation on the Whyalla

West Proposed Release Area has now
commenced, and we invite your feedback on
the location, boundaries and any sensitivities
and constraints that may be affected by
development on the land. Renewable energy
developers are also asked to identify specific
areas where they may wish to develop
projects within the proposed release area.

Once arelease area is declared, renewable
energy companies will submit competitive
tenders to develop large-scale renewable
energy projects on the land. This will ensure
only the most suitable projects are awarded
access.
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The release area process will ensure
development is strategic, sustainable,
supportive of regional development
objectives, and is the best use of the land,
while co-existing with existing land uses.

Following consultation, the Minister for

the HRE Act will consider the feedback,

and with the agreement of the Minister

for the Pastoral Land Management and
Conservation Act 1989 (Pastoral Act), will
make a decision regarding the declaration of
arelease area.
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Figure 1

Whyalla West proposed release area, comprising part or all of 18 pastoral leases and over 6,600 km?
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About Whyalla West
proposed release area

OVERVIEW

Whyalla West Proposed Release Area (Fig 1):
e Approximately 6,600 km?

e Barngarla Native Title Determination Area
e Includes part or all of 18 pastoral leases

e ~25Kkm to Port Augusta at its eastern point
e ~50km to Whyalla at its southern point

This area of the state has been the subject of significant industry interest in recent years with
several large renewable energy projects proposed here. This is due to world-leading wind and solar
resources (Fig 2) and proximity to existing government projects in and around Whyalla, including the
Hydrogen Jobs Plan and Port Bonython Hydrogen Hub.

A link to SARIG (including downloadable shape file) is available here

LAND TENURE AND USE

High level analysis has identified the following land tenure that interacts with the lease area.

¢ Native Title - Extensive engagement with the Barngarla Determination Aboriginal Corporation
has informed the design of the proposed release area.

e Pastoral properties - Early engagement has occurred with the affected pastoralists.

¢ Resources tenements - As of August 2024 the proposed release area contained part or all of:
— 33 mineral exploration licences
— 126 mineral production licences, two mineral production applications
— Nine petroleum exploration applications
— Two geothermal exploration licences, six geothermal exploration applications
— One pipeline licence
— One gas storage exploration application
The declaration of a release area operates in parallel with existing rights, and future rights where

compatible. Future licensing and decision-making processes will take into consideration other land
uses and aim to accommodate all land users where appropriate.
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Having your say

PUBLIC CONSULTATION

Before deciding whether to release the
proposed area, the Minister must consult the
public. This is the public’s first opportunity to
share their views.

This consultation determines if an area may

be able to support large-scale renewable
energy development, and the terms and

INDUSTRY FEEDBACK

conditions that should be applied to ensure
the development occurs sustainably with

least impact. This consultation will also inform
the Minister of the prospectivity of the area,

by seeking input from industry on the ideal
locations for development within the proposed
release area.

In addition to broad public consultation, the
Minister is specifically seeking feedback from
renewable energy developers and industry
proponents that may look to participate in a
future competitive tender process over the
proposed release area.

Industry proponents are asked to nhominate
where within the proposed release area they
would seek a Renewable Energy Feasibility
Licence (REFL). The information required by
government includes:

e the location/boundaries and size of the
licence

e the renewable energy resource type sought
in the licence (ie wind, solar or both)

e adelivery model with a projected path to
market/offtake

o the preferred timing for government to
conduct a call for tender.

Note that multiple licences may be proposed
in a nomination with a different resource type
assigned to each licence (ie wind, solar or both).

Please consider that the nominations within
the proposed release area are for a REFL,
which authorises land access to assess the
feasibility of a renewable energy resource. The
holder of a REFL will have exclusive right to
apply for a Renewable Energy Infrastructure
Licence (REIL) within the area of the REFL.
The REIL authorises the development of
renewable energy generation infrastructure
such as wind turbines and solar panels.

The information provided by industry in this
nomination will be kept strictly confidential.

It will allow government to assess the most
prospective areas within the proposed release
area for consideration in the competitive call
for tender stage.

Nominating an area is not a requirement to
participate in a future call for tender process,
nor a guarantee of success for the company.
However, any information provided will ensure
the areas of highest interest and commerciality
are considered by the Minister.
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MAKING A SUBMISSION

The consultation period on the proposed e |odged in person or by courier to Level 4,
release area is now open, with submissions 11 Waymouth Street, Adelaide, SA
accepted until 22 October 2024.

If you require assistance to lodge a

Submissions can be made by one of the submission, please contact DEM via email
following methods: ReleaseAreas@sa.gov.au to discuss your
 Uploading a submission through the requirements.

YourSay website

Further information, including constraints
mapping, an explanation of the process, and
next steps is available in the ‘Whyalla West
¢ Mail: GPO Box 618, Adelaide, SA, 5001 proposed release area information pack’.

e Sending an email to:
ReleaseAreas@sa.gov.au

HELPFUL INFORMATION

Information provided to assist with making a submission:
e South Australian Resource Information Gateway (SARIG)

e HRE Act and Regulations

e Further DEW information

FURTHER INFORMATION ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
Department for Energy and Mining O F CO U NTRY

Regulation and Compliance

Level 4, 11 Waymouth Street, Adelaide SA 5000 As guests on Aboriginal land, the Department

GPO Box 618, Adelaide SA 5001 for Energy and Mining (DEM) acknowledges

E ReleaseAreas@sa.gov.au everything this department does impacts on

www.energymining.sa.gov.au Aboriginal country, the sea, the sky, its people,
and the spiritual and cultural connections
which have existed since the first sunrise.
Our responsibility is to share our collective
knowledge, recognise a difficult history,
respect the relationships made over time, and
create a stronger future.
We are ready to walk, learn and work together.
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