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Mount Torrens State Heritage Area 



Mount Torrens State Heritage Area is a surviving example of a 19th century settlement in the Adelaide Hills and was declared a State Heritage Area on 5 December 2002. Mount Torrens State Heritage Area is associated with South Australia's transport history, particularly the River Murray steamer trade, and with the life and work of George Dunn, who founded Mount Torrens in the 1850s. 
State Heritage Areas are protected under the Planning and Design Code by:
1. State Heritage Area Overlay 
All State Heritage Areas are protected in the Planning and Desing Code under a State Heritage Area Overlay. An overlay identified an area where specific planning policies apply or are subject to referral to allow for a specialised assessment. The Planning and Design Code uses overlays to address characteristics of a location that are nor fully covered by the standard zoning laws. 
A State Heritage Area Overlay makes sure that any changes to development within a State Heritage Area are managed in a wat that protects the heritage values of the area. This means that the impact of alterations and additions to existing buildings or proposed new buildings are assessed against the heritage values of the State Heritage Area. The State Heritage Area Overlay takes precedence over any underling zone/s or general policies in the Planning and Design Code. 
2. Ministerial Power of Direction 
Development within a State Heritage Area that could impact on the heritage values may be referred to the Minister responsible for the Heritage Places Act 1993. The Minister has authority to direct decisions on development applications that directly affect a State Heritage Place or Area. This means that the Minister (or their delegate) can confirm support, or direct conditions of approval, or direct the relevant authority to refuse development applications if they are considered to have an inappropriate impact on the State Heritage Area.
3. Heritage Standard 
Applications for development approval in a State Heritage Area that impact the heritage values may be referred by the relevant authority (usually the local council) to the Minister responsible for the Heritage Places Act 1993. The Minister delegates the provision of advice on these development applications to Heritage South Australia. This Heritage Standard is a key tool in Heritage South Australia’s assessment of the heritage impact of referred development proposals. 
4. Zoning 
Mount Torrens State Heritage Area is located within a Township Zone of the Planning and Design Code. The Township Zone recognises that Mount Torrens is a country town and that development within the area contributes to and enhances existing streetscapes and settlement patterns. 

What kind of development is allowed in a State Heritage Area? 
Development in a State Heritage Area must be approved by the relevant planning authority in accordance with the Planning, Development and Infrastructure Act 2016.  
Development is defined by the Planning, Development and Infrastructure Act 2016, and the Planning Development Infrastructure (general) Regulations 2017 and includes:
· Building work
· The demolition, removal, conversion, alteration or painting of, or addition to a State Heritage Place*
· Any work that could materially affect the heritage value of the place. 
*Legally, any property within a State Heritage Area is also considered a State Heritage Place.  
Below is a diagram that illustrates the relationship between the Planning, Development and Infrastructure Act 2016 and the Heritage Places Act 1993: 
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