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Biodiversity Coordination Unit 

Department for Environment and Water 
GPO BOX 1047 
Adelaide SA 5001 

Re: Birds SA Submission on draft Biodiversity bill  

Birds SA strongly supports the creation of a modern and effective Biodiversity Act. 

Birds SA supports the draft bill but believes it should be strengthened to better reflect the objects of 
the Act. 

The bill should: 

• include appropriate safeguard mechanisms to prevent inappropriate development that would 
have an egregious negative impact on biodiversity, such as through an early “no” to clearly 
unacceptable proposals. Too many projects can proceed to an advanced stage before 
finalizing their environmental assessments and reviews.  

• require the Minister to make key decisions within specific timeframes, such as the listing of 
species as threatened with extinction and identifying their critical habitat. The current draft of 
the Bill allows for too much discretion, so key decisions could be avoided or delayed. 

• be accompanied by a commitment to appropriate sufficient funds from the Budget to fund 
both its implementation, including its administration and funds for the large-scale ecological 
restoration that will be required to build the resilience of our biodiversity into the future, 
particularly given the impacts of climate change.  

• establish a dedicated fund for biodiversity restoration grants as a clause under Section 36 as 
part (a) and read: (a) an appropriation of $10 million per annum (increased annually by CPI) to 
form the basis of a Biodiversity Restoration Grants Scheme, administered by the Council to 
further the Objects of this Act.  

• adopt the existing NVC practice when appointing members to the Biodiversity Council and the 
NPCAC. 

• require the Minister, in consultation with the Biodiversity Council, to prepare a recovery 
statement outlining immediate actions which the government will take to drive the recovery of 
any threatened species within 3 months of any new listing, and a comprehensive Recovery 
Plan within 2 years. 






