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		SOUTH EAST COASTAL LAKES 
PHASE ONE ENGAGEMENT 
ANALYSIS AND OPTIONS

MARCH 2023


Introduction
[bookmark: _GoBack]
The Department for Environment and Water (DEW) engaged consultation company URPS during the first half of 2022 to seek community views on the values, uses, and potential management of the South East Coastal Lakes. The phase 1 engagement process is summarised in their report, South East Lakes Engagement Summary. 

This document is an analysis of that feedback, connecting values and uses to proposed management options, considered in the context of the known environmental and cultural values referenced in existing literature. 

From the various feedback methods, clear themes have been collated and captured in the ‘you said’ column.  The table identifies if and how feedback has been considered in the phase 2 proposal document.  








Table 1: LAKE GEORGE
	We asked about Values and Uses
	We Heard – values and uses and suggestions for future management
	Response

	Lake George Recreation
	Fishing (via boat and net).
	Fishing can continue under all management options.

	
	Would like more camping and picnicking areas available.
	Camping is currently unmanaged at the sites. Improving camping experience requires a higher level of management, compliance capability and resourcing than current management structure provides. 

	
	Hunting - access free of restrictions is desired.
	Areas can be identified to be left under no change or current management system to reflect this desire for no change by this part of the community.

	
	Bush walking.
	Bush walking can continue under any of the possible management options. 

	
	Dog walking.
	Dog walking may be permitted under all management options, subject to environment considerations. 

	
	Bird watching.
	Bird watching can continue under all management options.

	
	Motorised water sports – incl. water skiing.
	Motorised water sports may be approved under all management options.

	
	Windsurfing, kayaking canoeing, sailing.
	Can continue under all management options.

	
	4WD/motorcycling.
	Access and vehicle use requires a higher level of management, compliance capability and resourcing than current management structure provides.

	
	Tourism/Nature appreciation
Improving public access.
	Access and vehicle use requires a higher level of management, compliance capability and resourcing than current management structure provides.

	
	Would like lakes stocked with fish.
	Out of scope.

	Lake George Resource use or interaction 
	Farming on adjacent properties. There is an undefined boundary edge, existing pivot sprinkler licences encroach, grazing licences etc. 
	Existing licences may be impacted by management options. Existing licence and leaseholders will be informed of the potential impacts.


	
	Cultural values/practices.
Aboriginal cultural heritage protection
Possible co-management with First Nations of the South East.
	Cultural heritage protection requires a higher level of management, compliance capability and resourcing than current management structure provides.

	
	Native animals and plants including habitat supporting migratory shorebirds and waterbirds.
Freshwater springs.
	Protection of environment requires a higher level of management, compliance capability and resourcing than current management structure provides.

	Lake George Management
	Suggested fishing licence fees fund management of the lake.
	Out of scope. Recreational netting licences are managed by Primary Industries and Regions SA. 

	
	Would like tourism impacts managed – bins, signs, impacts of 4WDs.
	These require a higher level of management, compliance capability and resourcing than current management structure provides.

	
	Environmental management and monitoring.
	These require a higher level of management, compliance capability and resourcing than current management structure provides.

	
	Maintaining existing access and opportunities for recreational activities.
	Based on recorded ongoing issues with management and visitor behaviour, for this suggestion to be supported requires a higher level of management, compliance capability and resourcing than current management structure provides. 

	
	Partnering with local interest groups to manage the lake.

Conservation and Hunting Association of South Australia (CHASA) and the Lake George Management Committee (LGMC) expressed a particular interest to partner with DEW to manage the lake.
	This can occur under all management options, greater funding and resourcing available under certain management types.


	
	Improving water quality, quantity and flows.
Redirect water from Mount Hope Drain and Reedy Creek Drain into Lake George.
	Out of scope, water allocation is considered for the environment across the landscape regardless of land tenure.
Water resource allocation planning is conducted across the region by the Limestone Coast Landscape Board.
The South East Conservation and Drainage Board manage water across the network, including environmental flows.

	
	Managing access to sensitive areas.
	Protection of sensitive areas requires a higher level of management, compliance capability and resourcing than current management structure provides.

	
	Provide better public amenities.
	Improved public amenities require a higher level of management, compliance capability and resourcing than current management structure provides.

	
	Create bird hides.
	Improved visitor infrastructure requires a higher level of management, compliance capability and resourcing than current management structure provides. 

	
	Establish a duck breeding program.
	Out of scope.






Table 2: LAKE BONNEY (SE) influence

	We asked about Values and Uses
	We Heard – values and uses and suggestions for future management
	Response

	Lake Bonney (SE)
Recreation
	Fishing.
	Fishing can continue under any of the possible management options.

	
	Camping.
	Camping is currently unmanaged at the sites. Improving camping experience requires a higher level of management, compliance capability and resourcing than current management structure provides. 

	
	Hunting - access free of restrictions desired.
	Areas can be identified to be left under no change or current management system to reflect this desire for no change by this part of the community. 

	
	Bush walking.
	Bush walking can continue under any of the possible management options. 

	
	Dog walking.
	Dog walking may be permitted under all management options, subject to environment considerations.

	
	Bird watching.
	Can continue under all management options.

	
	Motorised water sports – incl. water skiing.
	Motorised water activity and swimming is banned on Lake Bonney South East by Department for Infrastructure and Transport under the Harbors and Navigation Regulations 2009.

	
	Windsurfing, kayaking, canoeing.
	Can continue under all management options.

	
	Value opportunities for low impact land based recreation.
	Can continue under all management options.

	
	Would like lakes stocked with fish.
	Out of scope of this project.

	Lake Bonney (SE)
Resource use or interaction
	Cultural values/practices.
Aboriginal cultural heritage protection
Possible co-management with First Nations of the South East
	Cultural heritage protection requires a higher level of management, compliance capability and resourcing than current management structure provides.

	
	Protection of native animals and plants including habitat supporting migratory and resident shorebirds and waterbirds.
	Protection of environment requires a higher level of management, compliance capability and resourcing than current management structure provides.

	Lake Bonney (SE)
Management
	Maintaining existing access and opportunities for recreational activities.
	Most recreational activities can continue under all management options. Identified areas can be left under current management system to reflect the desire for no change in the community, particularly in respect to hunting.

	
	Partnering with local interest groups to manage the lake.
Conservation and Hunting Association of South Australia (CHASA) expressed a particular interest to partner with DEW to manage the lake.
	This can occur under all management options, greater funding and resourcing available under certain management types.

	
	Provide better public access.

	Most recreational activities can continue under all management options.
Provision of increased visitation opportunities requires protection of sensitive areas requiring a higher level of management, compliance capability and resourcing than current management structure provides.

	
	Don’t increase access - keep a sense of wildness and remoteness. 
Manage access to sensitive areas.
	Access under current land tenure is uncontrolled and unmanaged. Managing access and protection of sensitive areas requires a higher level of management, compliance capability and resourcing than current management system provides.

	
	Manage tourism impacts – rubbish and damage to vegetation and habitat.
	Managing visitor impacts requires a higher level of management, compliance capability and resourcing than current management system provides.

	
	Environmental management and monitoring.

	Active environmental management and monitoring at these sites requires a higher level of management, compliance capability and resourcing than current management structure provides.

	
	Remove logs from the lakes to facilitate boating access.
	Out of scope.

	
	Establish a duck breeding program.
	Out of scope.

	
	Improve water quality and quantity through better management of water flows from drains, ground water and the sea, and better pollution management.
A possible partnership with Kimberly-Clarke was suggested to address pollution issues.
	Out of scope.
The South East Conservation and Drainage Board manages water across the network, including environmental flows.





Table 3: LAKE HAWDON NORTH

	We asked about Values and Uses
	We Heard – values and uses and suggestions for future management
	Response

	Lake Hawdon North Recreation
	Bird watching.
	Can continue under all management options.

	
	Camping.
	Camping is currently unmanaged at the sites. Improving camping experience requires a higher level of management, compliance capability and resourcing than current management structure provides. 

	
	Canoeing.
	Can occur under all management options.

	
	Fishing.
	Can occur under all management options.

	
	Bird monitoring, environmental management.
	These require a higher level of management, compliance capability and resourcing than current management structure provides.

	
	Walking.
	Can occur under all management options.

	
	Nature appreciation.
	Can occur under all management options.

	Lake Hawdon North Resource use or interaction 
	Cultural values protection/ practices.
Aboriginal cultural heritage protection
Possible co-management with First Nations of the South East.
	Cultural heritage protection requires a higher level of management, compliance capability and resourcing than current management structure provides.

	
	Protection of native animals and plants including habitat supporting migratory shorebirds and waterbirds.
	Protection of environment requires a higher level of management, compliance capability and resourcing than current management structure provides.

	
	Allow hunting, for ducks, waterfowl and deer.
	Lake Hawdon North is not generally used for hunting, in part due to difficulty of access. It is also an important habitat for native and migratory shorebirds. This would represent a significant change of use of the site.

	
	Manage Farming/grazing on the site and on adjacent land.
	Can be considered under all management options.

	
	Protection of Thrombolite formations.
	Protection of environment requires a higher level of management, compliance capability and resourcing than current management structure provides.

	
	Mining.
	Mining activity can occur under all management options.

	Lake Hawdon North Management
	[bookmark: _Hlk125041594]Partner with local interest groups to manage the lake.
Conservation and Hunting Association of South Australia (CHASA) expressed a particular interest to partner with DEW to restore the lake.
	 This can occur under all management options, greater funding and resourcing available under certain management types.

	
	Provide public access and visitor opportunities/increase bird watching and other tourism.
	These require a higher level of management, compliance capability and resourcing than current management structure provides.

	
	Prohibit certain activities that impact unique environmental and cultural values.
	Any increased level of oversight requires a higher level of management, compliance capability and resourcing than current management structure provides.

	
	Raise awareness and educate people about the unique features.
	Awareness raising and education requires higher level of management and resourcing than current management structure provides.

	
	Restore the natural ecology of the lake.
Manage access to sensitive areas.
	Protection of environment requires a higher level of management, compliance capability and resourcing than current management structure provides.

	
	Better protect the lake from the impact of adjacent grazing and mining.
	Protection of environment requires a higher level of management, compliance capability and resourcing than current management structure provides.

	
	Maintain the role the lake plays in draining and the surrounding agricultural land.
	Out of scope.
The South East Conservation and Drainage Board manages water across the network, including environmental flows.

	
	Restore the natural hydrology of the lake, to become a wetland.

	Out of scope.
The South East Conservation and Drainage Board manages water across the network, including environmental flows.
A separate project conducted by DEW is investigating restoration of the wetland including potential water infrastructure.

	
	Undertake revegetation and weed control.
	Protection of environment requires a higher level of management, compliance capability and resourcing than current management structure provides.

	
	Use of fit for purpose fencing. 
	Out of scope.






Table 4: LAKE ELIZA
14

	We asked about Values and Uses
	We Heard – values and uses and suggestions for future management
	Response

	Lake Eliza Recreation
	Bird watching.
	Can occur under all management options.

	
	Camping. 
	Can occur under all management options but access is limited and site not currently utilised for this purpose. Setting up better access and camping at this lake would require a higher level of management, compliance capability and resourcing than current management system provides.

	
	Canoeing.
	Can occur under all management options. Site not currently utilised for this purpose.

	
	Fishing.
	Can occur under all management options. Site not currently utilised for this purpose.

	
	Bird monitoring, environmental management. 
	These require a higher level of management, compliance capability and resourcing than current management structure provides.

	
	Walking.
	Can occur under all management options. Site not currently utilised for this purpose.

	
	Nature appreciation.
	Can occur under all management options. Site not currently utilised for this purpose.

	Lake Eliza Resource use or Interaction 
	Cultural values/practices.
Aboriginal cultural heritage protection
Possible co-management with First Nations of the South East.
	Cultural heritage protection requires a higher level of management, compliance capability and resourcing than current management structure provides.

	
	Protection of native (threatened) animals and plants including habitat supporting migratory shorebirds and waterbirds.
	Protection of environment requires a higher level of management, compliance capability and resourcing than current management structure provides.

	
	Hydrology as one of the few unaltered coastal lakes, a groundwater dependent ecosystem and freshwater springs.
	Out of scope.


	
	Protection of Thrombolite formations.
	Protection of environment requires a higher level of management, compliance capability and resourcing than current management structure provides.

	Lake Eliza Management
	Partnering with local interest groups to manage the lake.
	Can occur under all management options.

	
	Providing public access and visitor opportunities, including allowing hunting, walking and bird watching.
Some hunting representatives explained that they do not currently hunt at Lakes Eliza and St Clair due to access difficulties. While they would love to hunt there they are content not to, they recognise that there must be places set aside for refuge and see that if these lakes remain relatively inaccessible, they fill this role.
	These require a higher level of management, compliance capability and resourcing than current management structure provides.
Hunting is not currently permitted – by Government gazette.

	
	Environmental management
Limit human impacts.
Manage access to sensitive areas.
Manage invasive weeds.
	Protection of environment requires a higher level of management, compliance capability and resourcing than current management structure provides.

	
	Better protect the lake from the impact of adjacent grazing and mining. 
	Protection of environment requires a higher level of management, compliance capability and resourcing than current management structure provides.

	
	Prohibit certain activities that impact unique environmental and cultural values.

	Any increased level of oversight requires a higher level of management, compliance capability and resourcing than current management structure provides.

	
	Manage grazing on the surrounding land to limit impacts. 
	Out of scope.

	
	Maintain the role the lake plays in draining and the surrounding agricultural land.
Manage the hydrology of the lake.
	Out of scope.





Table 5: LAKE ST CLAIR

	We asked about Values and Uses
	We Heard – values and uses and suggestions for future management
	Response

	Lake St Clair Recreation
	Bird watching.
	This can occur under all management options

	
	Bird monitoring.
	Protection of environment requires a higher level of management, compliance capability and resourcing than current management structure provides.

	
	Environmental management. 
	Protection of environment requires a higher level of management, compliance capability and resourcing than current management structure provides.

	
	Canoeing and kayaking.
	This can occur under all management options but does not currently occur at this site.

	
	Photography.
	This can occur under all management options.

	
	Camping.
	Camping is currently unmanaged at the site. Improving camping experience requires a higher level of management, compliance capability and resourcing than current management structure provides. 

	Lake St Clair Resource use or interaction 
	Cultural heritage values.
Aboriginal cultural heritage protection.
Possible co-management with First Nations of the South East.
	Cultural heritage protection requires a higher level of management, compliance capability and resourcing than current management structure provides.

	
	Protection of native animals and plants including habitat supporting migratory shorebirds and waterbirds.
	Protection of environment requires a higher level of management, compliance capability and resourcing than current management structure provides.

	
	Hydrology as one of the few unaltered coastal lakes, a groundwater dependent ecosystem and freshwater springs.
	Out of Scope.


	
	Continue area for grazing stock.
	This can occur under all management options.

	Lake St Clair Management
	Environmental management, including weed control, managing grazing on the periphery, re-establishing native vegetation around the lake.
	Protection of environment and active management of threats requires a higher level of management, compliance capability and resourcing than current management structure provides.

	
	Protection of hydrology as a key groundwater dependent ecosystem and enhancing artificial nesting habitat.
	Out of Scope.


	
	Partnering with local interest groups to manage the lake.
	Can occur under all management options.

	
	Providing better public access and visitor opportunities
	Public access and visitor opportunities require a higher level of management, compliance capability and resourcing than current management structure provides.

	
	Allowing hunting. Some hunting representatives explained that they do not currently hunt at Lakes Eliza and St Clair due to access difficulties. While they would love to hunt there they are content not to, they recognise that there must be places set aside for refuge and see that if these lakes remain relatively inaccessible, they fill this role.
	Hunting is not permitted, under Government gazette.

	
	Managing access to sensitive areas.
Prohibiting certain activities that impact unique environmental and cultural values.
	Any increased level of oversight requires a higher level of management, compliance capability and resourcing than current management structure provides.

	
	Raising awareness and educating people about unique features.
	Education and awareness raising requires a higher level of management, compliance capability and resourcing than current management structure provides.







Table 6: MULLINS SWAMP

	We asked about Values and Uses
	We Heard – values and uses and suggestions for future management
	Response

	Mullins Swamp Resource use or interaction 
	Protect native animals and plants including habitat supporting migratory shorebirds, colony nesting waterbirds and an ibis rookery.
	This requires a higher level of management, compliance capability and resourcing than current management structure provides.

	
	Value role in wider hydrological system.
	Out of scope.


	Mullins Swamp Management
	Partner with local interest groups to manage Mullins Swamp.

	This can occur under any management option. 

	
	Provide visitor opportunities, including infrastructure for bird watching - educate people about unique features.
	Site is currently not accessible to public and surrounded by private land. 

	
	Allow hunting for ducks, waterfowl and deer.
	Site is currently not accessible to public as it is surrounded by private land and not utilised for hunting.

	
	Prohibit certain activities that impact unique environmental and cultural values. 
Manage access to sensitive areas – manage weeds.
	This requires a higher level of management, compliance capability and resourcing than current management structure provides.

	
	Improve water flows to lake.

	Out of scope. 
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