Dear Public Comment Team
Thank you for the opportunity to have input to this important initiative.

| have come upon this process rather late (ie comments close midnight tonight). | have briefly ready the draft
Bill and the explanatory notes.

For what it is worth | have:
e previously managed the state Land Management & Revegetation Program
e represented SA on a national adaptation to climate change committee and a national market based
instruments committee
| currently own and manage an agricultural property in the Upper South East that includes a Heritage
Agreement.

Given the late stage, | will keep my comments very brief.
e | commend the attempt to bring the relevant legislation together and refocus it into a Biodiversity Bill.

¢ | note the objects of the Bill are very ambitious. In particular:
o biodiversity conservation and restoration as a responsibility equally shared by all of society
across all sectors and supported by individual accountability; and
o to protect, restore and enhance biodiversity such that there is an improvement in the state of
biodiversity at all scales and to build the resilience of biodiversity, including resilience to the
impacts of climate change

How will progress be measured? How will the achievements of the objects be assessed? How will the
improvement in biodiversity at a range of scales be quantified? How will the resilience of biodiversity
be measured? Perhaps the scientific Committee should establish how progress against the objects of
the Bill will be measured as one of its functions.

The Bill appears to target land owners, home owners, resource managers and hunters etc. | do not see
a clear mechanism (beyond clearance approval or permit provision) to engage the wider public in these
matters. What will bring about the shared responsibility by all society for biodiversity conservation and
restoration?

Some of the pressures facing SA’s biodiversity are not contained within our borders eg the River Murray
System, the mound springs in the far north, Buffel grass invasion of the far north, climate change
including hotter, drier conditions, more extreme events and sea level rise to name just a few. Success
or otherwise with such issues requires multi-disciplinary approaches. How will the Bill interact with
other efforts addressing water-resources, coastal protection etc?

The Bill also appears to encompass and enhance key mechanisms to protect existing native vegetation
and species from within current within Acts but offers little at the landscape scale to bring about
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positive change. | can see that the development of approved revegetation/restoration projects (with
the potential for financial support) will appeal to conservation organisations set up for that purpose.
However, on balance | believe the mechanisms proposed are likely to be of limited appeal to
commercial agricultural businesses. To do so, in my view, it must recognize the potential for multiple
use outcomes on previously cleared land.

I would like to see effort go into assessing, quantifying and realizing the positive value of providing
habitat on land so that more people are motivated to establish or restore it. Today we recognize that
the remaining habitat in our land and water-scapes is more valuable than most alternative uses and yet
on private land it is largely left to individual landholders and volunteers to look after remaining bush or
establish new vegetation. Why is the community not willing to assist more?

The establishment of the Biodiversity Restoration Fund is commendable but given its funding largely
arises from offsets and fines etc it is hard to see how such a fund will tangibly assist at the landscape

scale.

Perhaps the Council should include a function that involves investigating new approaches achieving
results at the landscape scale.

Thank you for your time





